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Institutul de studii religioase „Ioan Petru Culianu”/ „Ioan Petru Culianu” 

Institute for Religious Studies 

About us:  

The „Ioan Petru Culianu” Institute for Religious Studies represents a unique center in 

Romania that promotes the study of the religious phenomenon. Its activity is interdisciplinary, 

bringing together specialists from fields such as religious studies, sociology, anthropology, 

political science, history, philosophy, theology, and philology, to provide a broad and complex 

perspective on religion in Central and Eastern Europe. 

The institute’s mission is to address questions regarding the prevalence and significance 

of religion in a region that has undergone a totalitarian period marked by attempts to enforce the 

secularization and laicization of the state, as well as the criminalization of religion. At the same 

time, the institute provides a framework for discussions on the role of religion in society through 

the lens of major themes in contemporary research - violence, migration, religion and politics. 

Through its approaches, the institute highlights the particular importance of this 

multicultural and multireligious region, situated at the confluence of Central and Eastern Europe, 

shaped by a complex historical context - from the formation of nation-states and the dissolution 

of empires to the experience of Soviet post-colonialism. 

 

Team: 

CSII Dr. Anca Maria Șincan 

CSII Dr. Ionuț Florin Biliuță 

CSIII Dr. Dumitru Lisnic 

 

Services: 

Public Lectures & Workshops: Organize talks on local religious history, contemporary religious 

issues, and the role of religion in civic life. 

Community Engagement: Facilitate dialogue between local religious communities and civil 

society organizations. 

Archival Guidance: Provide scholars and students with information about access to local 

religious archives, manuscripts, and oral histories. 

Educational Outreach: Collaborate with schools and universities to offer courses or guest 

lectures on religion, secularization, and local cultural heritage. 

Cultural Events: Host exhibitions, film screenings, and conferences highlighting local religious 

traditions and multicultural heritage. 

Fieldwork Coordination: Facilitate ethnographic and sociological research on religious 

communities across the region, including data collection and analysis. 

Training Programs: Offer workshops for young researchers and postgraduate students on 

methodology in religious studies and ethnography. 

Policy Consultation: Advise government bodies, NGOs, and cultural institutions on matters of 

religious diversity, secularism, and religious freedoms. 



 

 

 
Adresa: Târgu Mureş, str. Gh. Marinescu nr. 38, 540139, judeţul Mureş, România  

Web: www.umfst.ro | Email: prorectorat.stiintific@umfst.ro | Tel: +40 265 215 551  ext. 488 | Fax: +40 265 210 407  

Unitatea de Cercetare Ști inț i f ică ș i  Dezvoltare 
Tehnologică  

 

-  UCSDT -  
 

 

 

Research activity: 

Șincan, Anca. „Positive Influence: Negotiating a Church Historiographical Canon withthe 

West”, in Journal for Romanian Studies, vol 6, Issue 2, 2024, 

https://doi.org/10.3828/jrns.2024.13 (SCOPUS/ERIH+) 

 

Șincan, Anca. “Atrapar el viento: la clandestinidad greco-católica en Rumanía durante la 

última década del régimen comunista”, in Cuadernos de Historia Contemporánea, vol 

44/ 2022, (Web of Science (ESCI), https://dx.doi.org/10.5209/chco.83304  

 

Șincan, Anca. “Do onto Yourself”: Leading the Church in the 1970s Romania through Self-

Policing and Self-Censorship. East Central Europe, 49(2-3) (2002), 175-

192. https://doi.org/10.30965/18763308-49020003 (scopus/ ISI) 

 

Anca Șincan, Chronicling the Underground: The Diary of an Old Calendarist Monastic Brother 

Anca Șincan  RES 14 (2/2022), pp. 310–329 DOI: 10.2478/ress-2022-0107 (ERIH+ 

International) 

 

Șincan, Anca. Ionuț Biliuță. Introduction RES 2/2022 Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy: The 

Religious Underground in the Twentieth Century East-Central Europe Volume & Issue: Volume 

14 (2022) - Issue 2 (September 2022). pp. 193 – 196 DOI: https://doi.org/10.2478/ress2022-

0101 (ERIH+ International) (coordonare de număr de revistă ERIH+ Internațional împreună cu 

Ionuț 

Biliuță) 
 

Șincan, Anca. “Stuck in the middle: The Inspector for Religious Denominations as mediator 

between the religious community and the state at the installation of the communist regime in 

Romania”, in East Central Europe, 44 (2017) pp. 128-147. (scopus/ISI) 

 

 
Biliuță, Ionuț. “Appropriating Orthodoxy: Rhetorical Ambiguity and Religious Martyrdom for 

the Fascist Masses in Interwar Romania (1920–37),” Cultural History 14:1 (2025): 69-95, DOI: 

10.3366/cult.2025.0328, (articol indexat WOS: 001476973700005, ESCI), FI: 0. 85, ISSN: 

2045-290X.   
 

Biliuță, Ionuț. “Constructing Fascist Hagiographies: The Genealogy of the Prison Saints 

Movement in Contemporary Romania,” Contemporary European History 31:3 (August 2022): 

435-455, DOI:10.1017/S0960777321000424 (articol indexat WOS: 000748874700001, ISI Q1), 

FI: 2, 53, ISSN: 0960-7773.  

 
Biliuță, Ionuț. “Fascism, Race, and Orthodoxy in Interwar Transylvania: Fr. Liviu Stan (1910-

1973) and the ‘Stăniloae generation,’” Church History: Studies in Christianity and Culture 89:1 

(2020): 101-124, DOI: 10.1017/S0009640720000037 (WOS: 000530315600005, ISI Q2), FI: 0. 

79, ISSN: 0009-6407. 
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Biliuță, Ionuț. “The Making of ‘Christian’ Transnistria: Fascist Orthodox Priests as Perpetrators, 

Bystanders, and Beneficiaries during the Holocaust,” Holocaust and Genocide Studies 34:1 

(2020): 18-44, DOI:10.1093/hgs/dcaa003 (WOS: 000544161700002, ISI Q2), FI: 1.09, ISSN: 

8756-6583.  

 
Lisnic, Dumitru. “Organising Religious Resistance: Contingent Procedures, Material Religion and 

early Soviet Repression against Religion,” in Review of Ecumenical Studies, 14/2, (September,2022) 

197-217. (ERIH+ International) 
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